
Thank you for your prayers and support in this time of uncertainty and inability to gather corporately for worship. We have 
determined protocols for a safe return to worship, and want to share some of those details with you. We are not to a point 
yet of setting a specific date, but will closely watch factors over the course of the next few weeks as the expected peak 
arrives in our community. 

A major component in our decision to not return to corporate worship immediately is input we have received from several 
trusted health care sources. We are entering into a stage of elevated risk in our community and given what we do know 
about the spread of COVID-19, believe it most prudent to “err on the side of caution” at this point. 

When our council deems appropriate, we will offer a modified worship opportunity at 8:00, 9:30, & 11:00am. Our services 
will aim for just under 60 minutes to allow for the best traffic flow in and out of the building. 

We will continue to provide a livestream at 9:30am each Sunday and highly recommend this option for our seniors and 
those with underlying medical concerns. 

Here are a few details about how we will operate week to week:

• We ask that families enter through the main front doors that will be held open by staff or volunteers. 
• All side doors in each wing will remain locked throughout the morning.
• We ask that families arrive no earlier than 10-15 minutes early to find a seat.
• We ask that families sit together in groups, 6’ apart from other families.
• Our ushers will mark off every other pew to help with distancing.
• Our Fellowship Hall will be in use as overflow so we can allow extra seating if needed.
• We will provide the offering plates in the back of the sanctuary and in the Fellowship Hall.
• We will not be printing and distributing a bulletin.
• There will be no education classes for all ages. 
• The nursery will be closed and unavailable for use, and we ask that parents keep their children with them at all times. 
• Restrooms will be open, but water fountains will have only “touchless” bottle fill available.
• The kitchen will be closed and unavailable for use, and coffee or cookies will not be provided during this time.
• Bibles and hymnals will be temporarily removed from the pews. Please bring your own personal Bibles, and we will 

provide all song lyrics on the screen.
• Our ushers will wipe down the top of pews and all doors between services.
• We will continue to provide communion packets on Communion Sundays.
• At the conclusion of each service we ask that you immediately exit the sanctuary and church and refrain from 

lingering in the building. 
• Masks can certainly can be worn, but are not required for attenders to worship with us.
• In order to minimize sanitizing and cleaning efforts the church building will be unavailable for hosting meetings or 

groups through Phase 1.

On behalf of our Council and leadership team, I want to assure you of our continued seeking of God’s direction as we move 
to determine a reasonable course in this decision of worship in a COVID pandemic. We recognize that one’s opinion and 
sense of comfort varies dramatically in regard to this topic. We want to express our firm conviction that even as we begin 
to consider a “modified” return to corporate worship opportunities in the future, your participation must be based on your 
own decision. The reality is that our live stream opportunity remains clearly the safest option for worship in this time, and 
the return to corporate worship at any level will entail risks despite our best efforts in precaution, cleaning, and safety.

In Christ, 
Pastor Kirk Flaa
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